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as mayor he acted upon it with a vigor that brought
him into collision with predatory politicians, and
the energy and address with which he defended
public interests made him widely known as the re-
form mayor of B uffalo. His record and reputation
naturally attracted the attention of the state man-
agers of the Democratic party, who were casting
about for a candidate strong enough to overthrow
the established Republican control, and Cleveland
was just as distinctly drafted for the nomination
to the governorship in 1882 as he had been for his
previous offices.

In his career as governor Cleveland displayed
the same stanch characteristics as before, and he
was fearless and aggressive in maintaining his prin-
ciples. The most striking characteristic of his veto
messages is the utter absence of partisan or person-
al designs. Some of the bills he vetoed purported
to benefit labor interests, and politicians are usu-
ally fearful of any appearance of opposition to such
interests. His veto of the bill establishing a five
cent fare for the New York elevated railways was
an action of a kind to make him a target for cal-
umny and misrepresentation. Examination of the
record reveals no instance in which Cleveland
flinched from doing his duty or faltered in the full